April 6, 2022

University of Wisconsin – Madison
Letters & Science New Academic Building
Madison, WI
Re:

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Letters & Science New Academic Building
University of Wisconsin – Madison
Madison, WI
DFD Project #20K1G

Potentially Interested Party:
The State of Wisconsin Department of Administration Department of Facilities Development (DFD) has
retained Ayres Associates on behalf of The University of Wisconsin – Madison (UW-Madison) Facilities
Planning, and Management (FPM) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed
development of the College of Letters & Science New Academic Building. The EIS will be prepared in
accordance with the Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act (WEPA), Wisconsin Statutes 1.11, and UWSA
guidelines (Board of Regents’ Resolution 2508, November 6, 1981). An initial requirement of the EIS is
the scoping process. The intent of the scoping process is to identify at an early-stage potential beneficial
or adverse impacts of the project on the physical, biological, social, and economic environments.
Because you or your agency or group may have an interest in the project, we are inviting you to
participate in the scoping process.

Project Background
The College of Letters & Science (L&S) is the largest academic unit at UW-Madison and has more than
800 faculty; 22,000 undergraduate and graduate students; and offers 70 undergraduate majors, 42
certificates, and 115 graduate and professional majors. It is divided into three units: Natural Sciences
(STEM), Arts and Humanities, and Social Sciences. In 2017, a comprehensive master plan was
completed that included the goal of identifying opportunities for enhancement and modernization that
support the L&S focus on multi-disciplinary research, interactive experiences, and team-based learning
environments. A key recommendation of that master plan included consolidation of departments currently
located in multiple facilities to strengthen the units and promote strategic relationships.
The existing Mosse Humanities Building was originally conceived as three separate buildings to house
art, history, and music. By the time it opened in September 1969, the building's original design intent had
already been compromised due to budget overruns, value engineering, and labor strikes and material
shortages encountered during construction. Currently its poor functional and physical condition no longer
supports long-term continuous use, and its architectural and structural limitations, along with its inability to
be upgraded to align with modern building codes and standards, prevent it from being renovated to meet
the needs of modern educational programs.
The Mosse Humanities Building site has been identified as the future location for two separate
replacement facilities with a 250,000 gross square foot (GSF) cumulative potential and will include 450
below grade/below building parking stalls. Since the Mosse Humanities Building has been identified for
demolition and the site to subsequent redevelopment, all current occupants of that facility, including predesign efforts already completed have concluded the existing Humanities Building cannot effectively be
renovated for the humanities program's purposes. The 10 humanities departments are spread across 8
separate facilities, impeding interdisciplinary relationships and operational flows. Co-locating all of these
programs within a single, new building will create operational efficiencies and opportunities that cannot
exist in the current disconnected arrangements.
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There are more than $70 million worth of deferred maintenance and repairs pending in the Mosse
Humanities building including exterior envelope, structural supports, mechanical system and equipment,
electrical system and equipment, elevators, fire suppression upgrades, plumbing system and equipment,
and hazardous materials abatement. Resolving these issues cannot correct the inherent building
deficiencies, its poor adaptive reuse, nor overcome poor building performance both functionally and
physically. Interior wayfinding is impeded by non-contiguous floor levels, unconnected circulation
corridors, blind corners, and unused open plazas. The floor-to-floor ceiling heights are low and
occasionally angled in the lower-level classrooms, making the installation of modern technology for
teaching nearly impossible. The in-floor radiant heating system has failed and became inoperable shortly
after the building opened. It cannot feasibly be repaired due to it being embedded in concrete. The
exposed structural elements, floor slab edges, concrete, and stone surfaces throughout the building's
exterior and interior do not support the use of insulating materials, which makes the perimeter heating
system critical to user comfort, space functionality, and maintaining the overall building's envelope
integrity. The entire HVAC system is inefficient due to a lack of a vapor barrier, single-pane exterior
windows, and uninsulated metal panels on the exterior envelope. Frost forms on many surfaces during
the winter months due the building's high humidity levels that are required to support musical instruments.
The facility does not meet current accessibility codes or standards as evidenced throughout the building
in restrooms, door hardware, improper railing heights, and non-compliant ramps. Exiting distances also
exceed current code requirements and create a safety concern.
Proposed Project Action
The proposed project creates a new 115,881-GSF unified home for the Department of History and nine
other ethnic studies departments, programs, and centers within the L&S by consolidating and co-locating
spaces currently spread across eight facilities, including 432 East Campus Mall, Bradley Memorial
Building, Helen C. White Hall, Ingraham Hall, Meiklejohn House, Mosse Humanities Building, Sterling
Hall, and Van Hise Hall. The proposed new facility will provide an identity and sense of community, as
well as a hub for engagement, collaboration, and learning for various ethnic studies academic programs,
and will provide a variety of spaces where students can pursue knowledge independently as well as
within a larger learning community. This project continues the campus planning trend to realign the
physical location of L&S departments into cohesive academic districts that are meant to foster
collaboration between compatible departments.
The proposed five-story academic building will include 26,000 SF of classrooms, along with offices and
support areas for each department. The new facility will include a fire suppression system, structural fire
compartmentalization, air supply, and exhaust systems with adequate capacity and controls to provide
the required air exchanges and 16-foot floor-to-floor clearance to accommodate the modern building
infrastructure and facilitate future maintenance and renovation activities. The exterior envelope, building
entrances, and mechanical system equipment and controls will be designed for optimal energy efficiency
and sustainability.
The new academic building's lower floors will consist primarily of general assignment classrooms ranging
in size from a large auditorium style lecture hall to small seminar rooms. The new instructional spaces will
be expanded in comparison to the obsolete original spaces to accommodate the current space planning
standards for square feet per student station, flexible furnishings, active learning studios, and instructional
technology. Upper floors will consist of departmental and individual faculty/staff offices. Informal learning
space on each level will create natural links between departmental and instructional spaces where
students and faculty can meet and interact. Ethnic studies programs will be co-located and built around
dedicated cultural student spaces. A series of open spaces interior to the facility will connect the main
entry lobby to the proposed campus open space located on the southwest corner of the block. This series
of open spaces will include a coffee shop, community engagement spaces, and large reconfigurable
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multipurpose event space. A new parking structure is planned to be located immediately south of this site
to accommodate any lost parking capacity and address campus parking deficits.
Two residence halls (Susan B. Davis Hall and Zoe Bayliss Co-Op) currently located on this site will be
demolished along with a house and garage located at 935 W. Johnson Street. The lost residential room
capacity has been resolved within other UW Housing facilities. The existing UW-owned residential
dwellings located at 911 Clymer Place and 209 Bernard Court adjacent to the site are also proposed for
demolition and would be used to stage construction equipment and materials for the proposed project.
The UW System enumerated project budget is $88,411,000 funded using $60,363,000 from General
Fund Supported Borrowing and $23,078,000 from gift-grant funding.
Below is a summary of the targeted project schedule:
Project Schedule
Programming
Preliminary Design
BOR/SBC Authority to Construct
Final Design
Demolition Bid Date
Construction Bid Date
Begin Demolition/Construction
Substantial Completion
Occupancy

April 2022
July 2022
December 2022
December 2022
December 2022
April 2023
May 2023
March 2025
August 2025

A project location map and aerial photo of the project site are provided as Attachments 1 and 2,
respectively.
EIS Schedule
The EIS report will evaluate the potential positive and adverse environmental impacts of the project in
accordance with the WEPA and UWSA guidelines. Issues identified during the scoping process will be
addressed in the Draft EIS report. As part of our standard EIS process, Ayres will perform research using
available databases and resources to collect information pertaining to environmental, social, economic,
cultural, or historic aspects of the project. The Draft EIS report will be made available to the public for a
45-day comment period in July. A notice will be published in state and local media to announce the
availability of the Draft EIS in addition to emailing a distribution list of potentially interested parties.
Appropriate revisions will be incorporated into a Final EIS document based on comments received during
responses to this letter or noted during the comment period.
If you are interested in this project, we welcome any comments, suggestions, or other input you feel are
important. Please submit your comments related to this project in writing by April 20, 2022, for
consideration in the Draft EIS report. Send your comments to:
Mitchell Banach, PG
Ayres Associates
3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway
Eau Claire, WI 54701
BanachM@AyresAssociates.com
If no comments are received from you or your group, we will assume that there are no project issues that
negatively impact you, or that you would like to comment on.
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Sincerely,
Ayres Associates Inc

Ben Peotter, PE
Manager – Development Services Midwest/Project Manager
MB:ac
Enclosure
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MAP 2

COMMENT FORM
Environmental Impact Statement Scoping
Letters & Science New Academic Building
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI
DFD Project #20K1G
I have the following comments regarding this project and items to be considered as part of the scoping
process:
[Please write comment here. Attach additional pages if necessary.]

Please complete the following information and sign if submitting comments:
Name:
Title/Representing:
Address:
Telephone Number:
E-mail Address (optional):

Signature:
I am interested in continuing my involvement in the public participation components of this
project. Please continue to send me project notices.
I am NOT interested in continuing my involvement in the public participation of this project.
Please do NOT continue to send me project notices.
Please return this form by April 20, 2022, to:

Mitchell Banach, PG
Ayres Associates
3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway
Eau Claire, WI 54701
BanachM@AyresAssociates.com

